
 

 
 

DESCRIPTION OF PRACTICE 

David Bancroft concentrates his practice on the full range of complex crime cases 
including cases involving import-export, securities, antitrust, environmental regulation, 
banking, health care, government contracts matters, political contributions, bribery, 
international money laundering, extraditions, and general fraud and regulatory enforcement. 
He represents both companies and individuals in investigations, in trials and on appeals. 

Mr. Bancroft has defended business crime cases in private practice since 1978. He began 
his career as a Trial Attorney in the Organized Crime and Racketeering Section of the 
Department of Justice in Washington, D.C. He then was appointed an Assistant U.S. 
Attorney in the Criminal Division of the U.S. Attorney’s Office in San Francisco and 
subsequently was appointed its Chief of Special Projects in charge of fraud against the 
government and terrorist prosecutions. At the conclusion of government service, he was 
awarded the U.S. Attorney General’s Award for Superior Performance. 

PROFESSIONAL & COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT 

Mr. Bancroft has served as co-chair of the American Bar Association’s Criminal Litigation 
(Complex Crimes) Committee (San Francisco Subcommittee), and as President of the 
Northern District of California Chapter of the Federal Bar Association. He has contributed 
frequently to professional journals and often is invited by professional organizations to 
speak on the defense of white-collar crime cases. 

Mr. Bancroft serves on the board of directors of the Foundation for Cardiac Research and  
on the board of directors of the Achenbach Graphic Arts Council, Fine Arts Museums of  
San Francisco. 

Listed in The Best Lawyers in America®: 2010, 2011, 2012 

Listed in Northern California Super Lawyers®: 2004-2011 

Rated AV® Preeminent ™* 

*(AV® Preeminent ™ and BV® Distinguished™ are certification marks of Reed Elsevier Properties Inc., used in 
accordance with the Martindale-Hubbell certification procedures, standards and policies) 

EDUCATION 

B.A., Swarthmore College (Honors), 1960 
J.D., University of Chicago Law School, 1963  
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